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July 17,2019

Lower Mississippi River (LMR) Dredging Update 61719

Members,

The Corps of Engineers Mississippi Valley New Orleans (MVN) continues responding to active
shoaling in Southwest Pass (SWP) deposited by long-term high river stages (historic flood event and
precipitation levels). There are three hopper dredges working in the area of SWP (2 industry hoppers
and 1 government hopper) and two dustpan dredges working on the Crossings. The MVN awarded
Southwest Pass Hopper Dredge Rental Contract #10-2019 to the hopper dredge STUYVESANT
(Dutra Group). The MVN received one bid to the advertisement of Southwest Pass Hopper Dredge
Rental Contract #11-2019 last week, the bid could not be awarded.

TRANSIT RESTRICTIONS AT SOUTHWEST PASS (SWP):

1) The Bar Pilots maximum draft recommendation remains at 44 feet (freshwater) as
established at 1000 hours on Wednesday, April 17, 2019.

2) The Crescent River Port Pilots maximum draft recommendation of 44 feet (freshwater)
remains as established on Wednesday, April 17, 2019.

3) The Federal Pilots increased their maximum draft recommendation to 44 feet
(freshwater) on Wednesday, April 24, 2019.

INDUSTRY HOPPER DREDGE(S) IN SOUTHWEST PASS (SWP):

STUYVESANT: The hopper dredge STUYVESANT (Dutra Group) is dredging on assignment
from Mile 0.8 Above Head of Passes (AHP) to Mile 1.0 Below Head of Passes (BHP). The
STUYVESANT began working under Southwest Pass Hopper Dredge Rental Contract #10-2019 on
June 14,2019 after completing Contract #6-2019. The hopper dredge STUYVESANT is scheduled
for refueling and to undergo Coast Guard inspection (Certificate of Inspection) and be offline
from June 20" to June 26,

NEWPORT: The hopper dredge NEWPORT (Manson Construction) is dredging from Mile 5.0
BHP to Mile 6.5 BHP. The NEWPORT completed Southwest Pass Hopper Dredge Rental
Contract #1-2019 and commenced dredging under Southwest Pass Hopper Dredge Rental
Contract #8-2019. The NEWPORT began dredging in SWP on November 28, 2018.
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GOVERNMENT HOPPER DREDGE(S) IN SOUTHWEST PASS (SWP):

WHEELER: MVN’s hopper dredge WHEELER 1is dredging at Cubits Gap from Mile 3.5 AHP to
Mile 2.5 AHP under Red Flag Emergency Callout #5-2019. The WHEELER is scheduled to come
to the dock at the New Orleans District tonight to refuel and return to SWP late on Wednesday, June
19 to resume dredging before the STUYVESANT’s scheduled departure.

CUTTERHEAD DREDGE(S) IN THE HOPPER DREDGE DISPOSAL AREA (HDDA):

R.S. WEEKS: The industry cutterhead dredge R.S. WEEKS (Weeks Marine) continues dredging in
the Hopper Dredge Disposal Area and is beneficially using all material in the Pass A’Loutre Wildlife
Management Area (PALWMA). The cutterhead dredged the Ship Channel (SWP) from December
15,2018 to April 24, 2019 and began dredging in the HDDA on April 26, 2019. A total of 4.5 million
cubic yards of material has now been beneficially placed in the PALWMA from the HDDA and has
restored approximately 400 acres of sensitive wildlife habitat.

DUSTPAN DREDGE(S) ON THE CROSSINGS ABOVE NEW ORLEANS:

HURLEY: The Corps dustpan dredge HURLEY continues dredging operations on the central 250
feet of channel at Red Eye Crossing (Mile 224 AHP). The government dustpan dredge commenced
dredging on the Crossings on May 4, 2019

WALLCE McGEORGE: The industry dustpan dredge WALLCE McGEORGE continues dredging
operations on the central 250 feet of channel at Bayou Goula Crossing (Mile 198 AHP). The industry
hopper dredge commenced dredging on the Crossings on May 9, 2019.

Sincerely,

Sean M. Dufty, Sr.
Executive Director
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Current data as of June 17" 2019

o, | oy | um |
LOCCIfIOI‘I (Days/Year) (Days/Period) (Days) (Days) (Days)

Cato, I
Memphis, TN & . wf_"MGr - 35 64 65 |
Arkansas City, AR 197 por nﬁf’rodqy 44 72 197 i
Greenville, M$ 120 . 1},3_0700'“ 46 71 115
Vicksburg, M$ 185 - sz.]rodqy 48 83 185
Natchez, MS 164 - indqy 53 90 77
Red River Landing, LA 2 e 27 rodiay 59 95 152
Baton Rouge, LA 163 Jan g iy 79 99 135

Numbers in are records for this year IData provided by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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